Climate and Nature Forum – Summary Notes 27 August 2025
Format: Presentations followed by three workshops

Key Presentations
Solar Together Dorset
· A group-buying scheme for solar panels and equipment.
· Open to residents, parish, and town councils.
· Aim: Provide quality equipment at fair rates rather than primarily reducing costs.
· Greater participation increases likelihood of securing better pricing.
· Keziah Rookes - Climate Sector Support Officer to distribute posters for parishes to advertise locally.
Future Electricity Demand
· Forecast: UK electricity demand expected to double by 2050 due to technological advances and the transition away from fossil fuels.
HVO (Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil)
· Dorset Council (DC) has transitioned many small vehicles to electric.
· Larger vehicles remain challenging to electrify due to current technology limitations.
· Interim solution: HVO used in existing diesel vehicles.
· Provides some emission reductions.
· Not viewed as a long-term solution due to only modest carbon savings.
Climate Ambassadors
· Anyone can become a Climate Ambassador by committing one day per year.
· Provides access to free Climate awareness training.
· Ambassadors support schools and community projects with climate awareness.
Low Carbon Dorset
· Dorset Explorer mapping tool highlights local “green” projects supported by DC.
· Go to Climate and Ecology section, green dots indicate where DC has supported local businesses or organisations with carbon reduction or nature projects.
Climate Survey & Next Steps
· Results under review.
· DC website’s “What You Can Do” section to be updated:
· New area for Town and Parish Councils.
· Will share case studies, project examples, and resources.
· Examples: Char Valley Parish Council’s Terms of Reference for their Ecology & Emergency Working Group may be shared as best practice. Gillingham Town Council Carbon Policy

Workshops
1. Carbon Footprint Workshop
· Even small parish activities (e.g., Clerk’s travel for agenda posting, meetings, work at God’s Acre) generate emissions.
· Mileage emissions can be calculated using the government conversion factor calculator (vehicle type, fuel type, mileage).
· Potential mitigation: Tree planting.
· Use Woodland Carbon Code to calculate annual carbon offset.
· DC will start an initiative to help parish council to look at an area-wide emissions approach (supporting residents to reduce their carbon footprint as well as council emissions).
· “Local Partnership GHG Toolkit” available (designed for unitary councils, but adaptable for parishes).
2. Nature Recovery Dorset
· Action: Check if Planet Purbeck projects (e.g., swift boxes) are listed; submit if missing.
· Councils encouraged to log all nature recovery initiatives to build a comprehensive county-wide register.
· Dorset Explorer (possibly Countryside version) includes “Verges and Grass Cutting” data:
· Shows verges designated for nature recovery vs. those regularly cut for safety reasons.
3. Sustainable Procurement
· Guidance for councils to embed sustainability in procurement:
· Avoid overhauling all procedures at once; focus on priority areas.
· Consider adding a “green procurement” section to financial regulations.
· Staff wellbeing must be included in sustainability planning (e.g., seasonally appropriate PPE for caretakers).
· Resilience planning: Councils should prepare for potential utility disruptions (e.g., blackouts impacting assets like public toilets).
· A sustainable procurement toolkit is forthcoming; councils invited to test and provide feedback.

Climate and Nature Forum  –   Summary Notes   27 August 2025   Format:   Presentations followed by three workshops     Key Presentations   Solar Together Dorset      A group - buying scheme for solar panels and equipment.      Open to residents, parish, and town councils.      Aim: Provide quality equipment at fair rates rather than primarily reducing costs.      Greater participation increases likelihood of securing better pricing.      Keziah Rookes   -   Climate Sector Support Officer   to distribute posters for parishes to advertise locally.   Future Electricity Demand      Forecast: UK electricity demand expected  to  double by 2050   due to   technological advances and the  transition away from fossil fuels.   HVO (Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil)      Dorset Council (DC) has transitioned many small vehicles to electric.      Larger vehicles remain challenging to electrify due to current technology limitations.      Interim solution: HVO used in existing diesel vehicles.   o   Provides some emission reductions.   o   Not viewed as a long - term solution due to only modest carbon savings.   Climate Ambassadors      Anyone can become a Climate Ambassador by  committing  one day per year .      Provides access to free  Climate awareness  training.      Ambassadors support schools and community projects with climate awareness.   Low Carbon Dorset      Dorset Explorer mapping tool highlights local “green” projects supported by DC.      Go to Climate an d Ecology section,  green dots  indicate  where  DC has supported local businesses or  organisations with carbon reduction or nature projects.   Climate Survey & Next Steps      Results under review.      DC website’s  “What You Can Do”   section   to be updated:   o   New area for Town and Parish Councils.   o   Will share case studies, project examples, and resources.   o   Example s : Ch a r   Valley Parish Council’s Terms of Reference for their Ecology & Emergency  Working Group may be shared as best practice.   Gillingham Town Council Carbon Policy     Workshops   1. Carbon Footprint Workshop      Even small parish activities (e.g., Clerk’s travel   for  agenda posting, meetings, work at God’s Acre)  generate emissions.      Mileage emissions can be calculated using the  government conversion factor calculator   (vehicle type,  fuel type, mileage).      Potential mitigation: Tree planting.   o   Use  Woodland Carbon Code   to calculate annual carbon offset.      DC  will start an  initiative   to help parish council to look at  an  area - wide emissions approach   (supporting  residents to reduce their carbon footprint as well as council emissions).      “Local Partnership GHG Toolkit” available (designed for unitary councils, but adaptable for parishes).   2. Nature Recovery Dorset      Action: Check if Planet Purbeck projects (e.g., swift boxes) are listed; submit if missing.      Councils encouraged to log all nature recovery initiatives to build a comprehensive county - wide register.      Dorset Explorer (possibly Countryside version) includes  “Verges and Grass Cutting”   data:   o   Shows verges designated for nature recovery vs. those regularly cut for safety reasons.   3. Sustainable Procurement      Guidance for councils to embed sustainability in procurement:   o   Avoid overhauling all procedures at once; focus on priority areas.   o   Consider adding a  “green procurement”   section to financial regulations.   o   Staff wellbeing must be included in sustainability planning (e.g., seasonally appropriate PPE for  caretakers).      Resilience planning: Councils should prepare for potential utility disruptions (e.g., blackouts impacting  assets like public toilets).      A  sustainable procurement toolkit   is forthcoming; councils invited to test and provide feedback.  

