
PRESENT: 
Cllr Bugler (Vice-Chairperson), Cllr Burden (Chairperson), Cllr Hooper, Cllr Melville, Cllr Peacock & Cllr Vosper
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Cllr Wilson (Dorset Council), & Michelle Harrington (Locum Clerk)
No members of public
ABSENT: 
	Cllr Jeffery


APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT (LGA) 1972 S85 (1)) 
Apologies have been received from Cllr Jeffery and accepted by all. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS (Localism Act 2011 s33(b-e)) RELATING TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Cllr Bugler declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 31a2, monthly expenditure, as an approved contractors to Worth Matravers Parish Council. No further declarations were made or dispensations requested. 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION PERIOD 
No members of public were present.. 
PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 
The minutes from the full council meeting held on Monday 3rd February 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record of the meeting. (LGA 1972, SCHEDULE 12, PARA 41(1) 
Proposed Cllr Bugler 	Seconded Cllr Vosper 
RESOLVED – The minutes from the full council meeting held on Monday 3rd February 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record of the meeting. 
DORSET COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Cllr Wilson gave a verbal update on parish matters noting:
The barn development (P/FUL/2024/06508) has been approved but Dorset Council as there was no planning reason to reject it. 
Dorset Council have raised the Council tax by the maximum capped amount of at 4.99%. Dorset Council is running a Q&A session with the Council Leader and Chief Finance Officer on 5th March 2025 and anyone minded is welcome to attend.  
Dorset Council is looking to appoint a new Chief Executive by the end of March 2025, at present there is an interim Chief executive in place. 
Swanworth Quarry restoration fund: The money is set aside for landscaping works and currently stands at £150K but this will increase over time in small increments. The money is earmarked for local landscaping projects and administered by Dorset National Landscape. It is likely the fund will open for applications next year, with the aim of allocating all the money in one round. 
Grant Request
Worth Matravers Village Hall
A discussion was held around a grant proposal presented last month. 
Proposed Cllr Burden 	Seconded Cllr Vosper 
RESOLVED / ACTION. Parish Council agree to contribute the same level as previously donated to the Harmans Cross Village Hall for repair works. After the meeting the Clerk investigated and the donation was £5,635 
Burngate Centre
A discussion was held around a grant proposal presented last month. 
RESOLVED: Postpone to next month. 
 




Clerks report
a.	Finance
1.	Bank Balance
As of 25th February 2025 Santander was £35,105.34
As of 5th January 2025 Cambridge and Counties Bank £58,507.11 
It was noted progress to turn the account into an online account is slow. 

2.	Expenditure & Income
A report was submitted before the meeting, noting the monthly expenditure of £4,053.45 this was noted. (A copy of all expenditure can be found at the end of the minutes in Appendix A).
Proposed: Cllr Melville	Seconded: Cllr Peacock
RESOLVED: All payments as listed were approved with a combined total of £4,053.45 including VAT. 
3	Car Park Collection 
	It was noted Cllr Melville would collect from WMPC and Cllr Peacock from HXCP	
b. Action Log.
A report was submitted before the meeting, this was discussed and a verbal update given on the following:
1. Parking West Burton Field – Cllr Bugler – Postponed to next month
2. Fingerpost Repair – Cllr Burden – new panels installed - complete 
3. Passing point Signage – Cllr Burden to purchase passing place signage and install.  
Correspondence
a.	New Quarry to Castle trail leaflet and information panels
RESOLVED: Worth Matravers Parish Council, felt there was no feedback which could enhance the project. 
b. Buses for Harmans Cross
Correspondence from a resident asking the Parish Council to campaign for an all year round bus service through Harmans Cross was received and discussed. 
It was noted Cllr Wilson is in support of this request and will be pushing this when possible. 
Proposed: Cllr Melville	Seconded: Cllr Peacock
RESOLVED / ACTION: Locum Clerk to  write to MoreBus to request an all year round service through Harmans Cross. Letter to be cc’ed to Purbeck Transport Action Group (PTAG). Locum Clerk to ensure article in this month’s Dubber invites people to keep an eye on Dorset Council website for a Transport Plan Consultation which is due in July this year, and to respond to the consultation with their request. 
Locum Clerk to design a poster notifying residents on the Dorset Council consultation. When consultation announced leaflet to be added to the dubber for distribution.   Cllr Peacock to forward a copy of the leaflet once complete to the local Gazette. 
c. Correspondence received after the agenda publication date. 
Correspondence from Gladiator events who are running the Alzheimer’s walk was received, noting two requests: 1.	To move their events gazebo off the field area and by the main gate. 
2.	Worth Matravers Parish Council sign an agreement allowing Gladiator events a licence to use the car park. 
RESOLVED / ACTION: Locum Clerk to respond to the event organisers to state they can move their gazebo if necessary on the day, as long as no cars are already parked there. To note Worth Matravers Parish Council are happy to send a letter stating approval has been given for the event to take place in the car park, instead of signing an agreement drawn up by Gladiator events. Letter to also remind Gladiator events that we would welcome any contribution made of the lose of parking during the event.  
worth matravers car park
The Council reviewed and discussed correspondence from Worth Matravers Car Park users. It was noted that payment levels seem to have increased since the introduction of JustPark, revealing the extent of previous non-contributions. Given this, the Council is considering transitioning from a voluntary to a chargeable scheme. This change would help maintain the car park's infrastructure and toilet facilities while preventing the need to raise a Precept, thereby keeping residents' Council Tax bills as low as possible. Additionally, it was noted phone signal is not an issue, as several major providers have coverage due to the mast located in the car park. Cameras have been in place for more than 10 years, and overnight parking has never been allowed.
Proposed: Cllr Melville	Seconded: Cllr Peacock
RESOLVED/ ACTION: Locum Clerk to look into VAT implications and report back.  

highway matters
.	It was noted the yellow lines from Newfoundland Close heading North East out of the village are still in need of repainting. It was noted Dorset Council are scheduled to resurface the area and will therefore renew the line at the same time. 
The poor condition of Valley Road through Harmans Cross was noted. 

ACTION: Cllr Wilson stated the road by Newfoundland Close is due to be resurfaced this year so lines will be renewed then. Cllr Wilson will investigate when the work is due to commence and report back to Council. Cllr Wilson will also investigate if any resurfacing work is due in Harma’s Cross and report back to Council. 
	
PLANNING MATTERS
No new application where received. 
harmans cross village hall – weddings
Correspondence was submitted before the meeting detailing a request from the Harman Cross Village Hall trustees to approve an application to become a licenced wedding venue. 
Proposed: Cllr Burden	Seconded: Cllr Hooper
RESOLVED/ACTION: Clerk to write to the HXVH to approve their request to apply for a licence to hold wedding ceremony within the hall. 
sustainable worth
Cllr Vosper gave a verbal update on Sustainable Worth and the work they do. Their mission statement was noted: “The organisation was created with the aim of protecting and restoring local wildlife against the backdrop of climate change. Our focus is to live more sustainably and bring people together by sharing knowledge and solutions which are engaging and fun.”
URGENT ITEMS
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday 1st April 2025, at 7.30pm in the Worth Matravers Village Hall

Clerk and responsible finance officer job vacancy. 
Proposed: Cllr Bugler	Seconded: Cllr Vosper
a. RESOLVED to move into a Part 2 Confidential Item; under s.1(2) of the 1960 Act, the press and public are to be excluded for the remainder of this agenda item due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
b. A discussion was held in respect of the applicants for the position of Clerk and Responsible Finance Office for Worth Matravers Parish Council. 
RESOLVED: Michelle Harrington was offered and accepted the permanent position of Proper Officer (Clerk) and Responsible Finance Office for Worth Matravers Parish Council. Start date to be confirmed. 
Meeting closed at 21.28



	
	
	



WORTH MATRAVERS PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF WORTH MATRAVERS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 4th MARCH 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL. THE MEETING COMMENCED AT 7.30PM 
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Appendix A
	WORTH MATRAVERS PARISH COUNCIL
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	Financial Year 2024-25
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date - Invoice
	Invoice Number
	Supplier
	Folio
	Cheque
	Item / Service Supplied
	N/C
	Net
	VAT
	Total
	Power to Spend
	Notes

	13-Feb-25
	2800434193
	Dorset Council
	1075
	025596
	Grounds Maintenance - Harmans Cross
	5034
	1,367.08
	273.42
	1,640.50
	Public Health Act 1875 s164 (with Local Government Act 1972 Sch 14 p27)
	

	12-Feb-25
	SCR001078
	Online playgrounds
	1066
	CREDIT
	Swing parts
	6008
	-217.00
	-43.40
	-260.40
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19
	

	12-Feb-25
	SIN063524
	Online playgrounds
	1076
	025597
	Swing parts
	6008
	292.00
	58.40
	350.40
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s19
	£90 outstanding

	28-Feb-25
	-
	M Harrington
	1077
	025598
	Salary
	2008
	622.45
	0.00
	664.50
	Local Government Act 1972 s112(1)
	

	28-Feb-25
	-
	M Harrington
	1078
	025598
	Expenses
	2012
	42.05
	0.00
	
	Local Government Act 1972 s112(1)
	

	28-Feb-25
	-
	HMRC
	1079
	DD
	NI & Income Tax
	2010
	158.37
	0.00
	158.37
	Local Government Act 1972 s112(1)
	

	28-Feb-25
	1841
	JD Facilities
	1080
	125599
	WM Toilet Block Cleaning
	7002
	582.61
	116.52
	699.13
	Public Conveniences - Public Health Act 1936 s87
	

	14-Mar-24
	840006353
	Dorset Council
	1081
	DD
	WMCP Rates
	5028
	120.00
	0.00
	120.00
	Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 s57 & 63
	

	14-Mar-24
	840012475
	Dorset Council
	1082
	DD
	HXCP Rates
	5026
	105.00
	0.00
	105.00
	Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 s57 & 63
	

	08-Feb-25
	Rec
	Trade Point
	1083
	125600
	Storage Box - Plastic
	2022
	4.95
	1.00
	5.95
	Local Government Act 1972 s111
	

	02-Mar-25
	7247
	ITB Gardening and Tree Care Ltd
	1084
	125601
	Cutting shrubs - Withy Bed
	5032
	380.00
	76.00
	570.00
	Public Health Act 1875 s164 (with Local Government Act 1972 Sch 14 p27)
	

	02-Mar-25
	7247
	ITB Gardening and Tree Care Ltd
	1084
	125601
	Surface Levelling & Clearance WMCP
	3010
	65.00
	13.00
	
	Public Health Act 1875 s164 (with Local Government Act 1972 Sch 14 p27)
	

	02-Mar-25
	7247
	ITB Gardening and Tree Care Ltd
	1084
	125601
	Supply and fix JustPark signage - WMCP
	3012
	30.00
	6.00
	
	Public Health Act 1875 s164 (with Local Government Act 1972 Sch 14 p27)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3,552.51
	500.94
	4,053.45
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	YTD
	48,382.28
	5,284.91
	53,667.19
	
	



